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explicit conversation with the President, and wanted my
advice. I told him that it seemed to me very important
that such a conversation should take place, but no one
could do this so well as himself. As regarded myself, it
was a weakness with me not to obtrude advice; it was with
reluctance I gave the President unasked my opinion on
any subject, and on the several matters connected with his
plans he himself could best discuss them with the Pre-
sident. Blair agreed with me and said he would see the
President, and would boldly and frankly express himself.
Blair's present view is to go into the Senate, in place of
Governor Hicks, who wishes to be made collector of Balti-
more. Of course Hoffman, the present collector, must be
removed as the initiatory step to this end.

December 15, Thursday. The Members of Congress have
hardly commenced work as yet. They are feeling about.
The malcontents are not in better mood than before the
election. Chase's appointment gives satisfaction to Sen-
ator Simmer and a few others; but there is general dis-
appointment. Public sentiment had settled down under
the conviction that he could not have the position. Sumner
helped to secure it for him. The President told Chandler
of New Hampshire, who remonstrated against such selec-
tions, that he would rather have swallowed his buckhorn
chair than to have nominated Chase.

Sumner declares to me that Chase will retire from the
field of politics and not be a candidate for the Presidency.
I questioned it, but S. said with emphasis it was so. He
had assured the President that Chase would retire from
party politics. I have no doubt Sumner believes it. What
foundations he has for the belief I know not, though he
speaks positively and as if he had assurance. My own
convictions are that, if he lives, Chase will be a candidate
and his restless and ambitious mind is already at work.
It is his nature.

In his interview with me to-day, it being the first time